
The Department of Comparative Litera-
ture at UC Irvine is pleased to announce 
“Cultures of Violence,” a graduate student 
conference featuring keynote addresses 
by Cathy Caruth, Winship Distinguished 
Research Professor of Comparative Litera-
ture and English at Emory University, and 
Wendy Brown, Professor of Political Sci-
ence at UC Berkeley and an introductory 
address by David Theo Goldberg, Profes-
sor of Comparative Literature at UC Irvine. 
This interdisciplinary event will attempt to 
examine different forms of violence‹be they 
physical, psychological, institutional, tech-
nological, critical, or representational‹as 
well as their relation to globally and his-
torically situated conflicts that have taken 
place around and through various concepts 
of culture. Diverse thinkers, critics, writers, 
and artists have worked toward critiques 
of violence, exploring the uses of violence 
and the means by which it is mobilized in 
order to produce particular social, politi-
cal, and textual effects. Some of this cre-
ative and theoretical work represents an 
effort to productively work through acts 
of systemic violence. In this critical tradi-
tion, this conference is being organized to 
come to grips with the deployment and dis-
semination of violence in our current times. 

Support for “Cultures of Violence” from Comparative Literature, The International Center for Writing and Translation, The Humanities Research Institute, The Humanities Center, The 
Center for Global Peace and Conflict Studies, English, French, German, History, East Asian Studies, Womenʼs Studies, Interdisciplinary Center for the  Scientific Study of Ethics and 

Morality, Critical Theory Emphasis Critical Theory Institute. 
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Thursday, April 5:
7-9:  Film Screening: Never Forever

Friday, April 6:
8:30-9:  Breakfast
9-10:  Opening Address by David  Goldberg
10-12:  Recuperating Revolution & History
10-12:  Gender, Kinship, & the Body
2-4:   Legacies of Domination, Colonialism,  
  & Slavery
4-6:   Violence in Representation & 
  Spectation
6-7:   Reception
7-9:   Film Screening: Funny Games

Saturday, April 7
8:30-9  Breakfast
9-11:  Spinoza & the Vicissitudes of Violence
  Affect and Violence
9-11:  Traumatic Histories
11-1:  The Politics of Reconfiguring    
  Discourse(s) of Violence: Problematics  
  in the Dynamics of War & Gaming
11-1:  Violence & the Performativity of 
  Language
2-4:  Legitimizing Violence
4:30-6  Keynote Address by Wendy Brown
6-7:30  Keynote Address by Cathy Caruth
7:30-9  Reception


